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1. Texts of Terror gives its readers four distressing and tragic stories of women in the Bible. Trible, through her stories of Hagar, Tamar, a nun-named concubine, and Jephtah’s daughter, brings a perspective that many people have never discovered, a literary-feminist approach. Trible tells a series of horrible stories where the subjects of the stories are raped, tortured, or even murdered. This book forced me to confront my doubt of God and question where he was during these tragic events. 

2. The first idea I would like to confront is that women were used in Biblical times to save men “Conflict between them [men] can be solved by the sacrifices of women” (74). My Reformed Church would have never confronted this topic. Sure, I heard the stories of Lot, but did they mention how he tried to sacrifice his daughters?  No. The concubine in Judges and Lot’s daughters are not mentioned in churches because it isn’t appropriate to talk about such things. Trible makes it known that it is unjust to push aside such stories where women are used, abused, and thrown away by their male oppressors. 

Secondly, expanding on the idea that women were blatantly used in the Bible, I have been sheltered, hidden per se, from these stories of oppression. I have always attended church and Sunday school on Sunday mornings. Eighteen years of church and Sunday school, and not once have I heard the story of Jephthah’s daughter. These stories are not brought to the attention of the congregation because they bring questions that cannot be answered. For example: where was God when this was happening? How could God’s chosen people have such things happen to them? Trible shattered the glass open when I read these stories. She took my hand, stepped me through the broken window and I heard her say, “Look! Look what they don’t tell you!” The ideas of cruelty and injustice didn’t exist in the Bible I had read. Now they do. 

The third idea, again tying into the last two ideas, is that women are objects to their oppressive men. Tamar, David’s daughter, was raped by her brother, Amnon. Following this, Absalom, Tamar’s other brother murders Amnon. “David mourns, though we cannot be sure if the object of his grief is Amnon the murdered or Absalom the fugitive. We can be sure that it is not Tamar the violated” (55). Women were not looked upon as equals to men. So what if David’s daughter was raped? All that mattered to him was that his son was slain and his other a fugitive. Tamar was on the underbelly of their patriarchal society, and was nothing more that a possession to them. Alive Bach, Assistant Professor of Religious Studies at Standford University, published in her book, Women, Seduction, and Betrayal in biblical narrative, how women are objects by how men gaze at them, “Except for brief moments of female focalization in biblical narratives, the gaze is owned by male characters” (1997:129). 

3.
This book has furthered my knowledge of gender justice by showing me examples of how unjust men were to women in Biblical times. The Bible was written in a time period where women were not seen as equal to men. Judette A. Gallares, who got her Master’s degree in Religious Studies from Fordham University, writes in her book Images of Faith, “In a patriarchal world of the Bible, to be a woman meant to be an inferior human being” (1992:7). After confronting the fact that women were inferior to men, I have to ask myself do people still feel that they are inferior today? I know that I believe that all humans are equal. Just because I feel everyone is equal doesn’t mean that the society I live in agrees with me. I would say the opposite. I would say that our society today still feels that the woman is inferior to the man. I can prove this by my own experience. I am a payroll accountant for an internet content firm. We have one woman on our payroll and she makes ten percent lower than any other employee. The other variables also don’t add up either; She has been there longer than other employees, and is just as and even more qualified than others. Then why is she getting paid ten percent lower than everyone else? That is easy. Our corporate structure is old fashion where women are started at a lower pay than men. It’s the way the boss wants it. The boss is a contributor to this gender injustice, which plagued biblical characters as it does today. It bothers me when people in positions, higher than mine, use the Bible to justify her position in the company. Our sinful society has told us that this is as far as they can go. What Texts of Terror has done is opened the door of justice and let me see just how hidden I am from the ideal of true justice. 

4.
In regards to Judges 19:1-30, An Unnamed Woman, Trible writes, “The betrayal, rape, torture, murder, and dismemberment of an unnamed woman is a story we want to forget but are commanded to speak. It depicts the horrors of male power, brutality, and triumphalism” (65). I have to agree with this statement on principal. It is true, I don’t want to see the horrors of men before me. I don’t want to admit or concur that things like this have ever happened. As far as the church confronting this material, my pastor has never given a sermon on these verses. Many avoid this topic, but for some, like Trible, they must cry out. All of this pain and suffering, directed toward women from men was not prominent in my reading of the Bible before reading Texts of Terror, but now it will be. 

5.
It is my belief that faith cannot truly be reached unless one’s faith is doubted. When I read the Bible, I usually read for verses that will make me feel good, verses that I can take comfort in. The verses Trible analyzed made me uncomfortable and so normally, I would skip them. I need to read these stories to bring my faith to its new level. It is imperative to read the Bible not only for comfort, but for stories that will strengthen my faith through doubt. 

